
Lodewijk 
 
A few years ago I knitted this little mouse. My daughter wished to knit the mouse too, and therefore 
I wrote down the pattern. My daughter (who was 11 years old then) knitted the largest of the mice 
on the family portrait. She named him Lodewijk after a mouse in a popular Dutch children’s book. 
 
The difference between the mice is in the yarn weight and the needles used. The smallest is just 
over 2 inches high. I used fingering weight yarn with needles 00. Whatever yarn you use, always 
choose the thinnest needle-size advised (or even slightly thinner) yielding a tight knitting fabric, 
without the risk of the filling shining through the skin of your Lodewijk. 
 
This pattern is designed by Annita Wilschut  and she has the copyright. In case you wish to 
publish the pattern elsewhere, please ask me first. I like to collect photo’s of Lodewijk, which I 
publish on my web-log , http://zijmaakthet.web-log.nl. Therefore I would like you to send a picture 
of your Lodewijk to annita.wilschut@home.nl . Remarks about the design or errors can be sent 
there too.  
  
This pattern is a free download. Currently, there is one more available at the same weblog, which 
is Carolus, a similarly sized bear. I’m working on more designs. The development of the designs 
and writing out the patterns is a time-consuming job. Therefore, if you enjoyed knitting Lodewijk,  I 
would appreciate a small contribution on my paypal account: annita.wilschut@home.nl.  
 
 

   
 
Abbreviations  
 
2k knit 2 sts 
3p purl 3 sts 
s slip 1 stitch 
K2tog knit two together 
ssk slip 2 stitches as if to knit, then knit those 2 stitches together 
* make 1 st: Insert left needle, from front to back, under strand of yarn which runs between 

last st on left needle and first st on right needle; knit this stitch through back loop. 1 stitch 
increased. 

�  turn at the end of needle 
�  (4) turn leaving 4 sts on the needle 



 
 
Top of the body. 
 
Lodewijk is knitted in two directions, first from the middle up and then from the middle down. We 
start exactly under the arms. The mouse is knitted round on four (small) needles. 
Cast on 10 sts on the first needle, 16 on the second and 10 on the third, using a long tail cast-on. 
Use a contrasting piece of waist yarn as tail, as indicated on the picture. In a later stage, this 
thread is removed, yielding the stitches to knit Lodewijk’s belly. 
 

 
 
Start knitting following this scheme: 
 

Needle 1 Needle 2 Needle 3 
1 10k 16k 10k 
2 5k ssk 3k 3k k2tog 6k ssk 3k 3k k2tog 5k 
3 9k 14k 9k 
4 ssk 3k ssk 2k  2k k2tog 6k ssk 2k 2k k2tog 3k k2tog 
5 7k 12k 7k 
6 4k ssk 1k  1k  k2tog ssk 2k  k2tog ssk 1k 1k k2tog 4k 
7 6k  8k 6k 
8 ssk 2k ssk k2tog 4k ssk k2tog 2k k2tog 
9 4k 6k 4k 
10 4k ssk 2k k2tog 4k 
11 ssk 2k 4k 2k k2tog 
12 3k 4k 3k 
13 3k 4k  

  
The work now looks as follows: 
 



    
 
Don’t cut off the yarn. Put the stitches of needle 1 and 3 together on a safety pin. 
 
The face 
 
The remaining 4 sts form the start of the face.  Cast on 21 sts on the needle that has the 4 sts, 
again using the long-tail cast-on and a contrasting piece of waist yarn as tail. Distribute the sts over 
three needles as follows: Needle 1 keeps its 4 stitches plus 5 adjacent of the sts you just cast on. 
Needle 2 gets 11 sts, and needle 3 the last 5. Now slip the first two sts of needle 1 onto your 4th 
(empty) needle and knit them onto needle 3, which closes the round. The distribution of the sts 
now is 7, 11, 7.    
 

  
 
 
Knit as follows: 
 
1 t/m 3 7k 11k 7k 
4 1k ssk 4k 11k 4k k2tog 1k 
5 t/m 7 6k 11k 6k 
8 1k ssk 3k 1k k2tog 5k ssk 

1k 
3k k2tog 1k 

9 5k  9k 5k 
10 5k k2tog 5k ssk 5k 
11 5k 7k 5k 
12 1k ssk 2k 7k 2k k2tog 1k 
13 4k 7k 4k 
14 4k 1k k2tog 1k ssk 

1k 
4 

15 1k ssk 1k 5k 1k k2tog 1k 
16 / 17 3k 5k 3k 
18 1k ssk  k2tog 1k o k2tog 1k 
19 / 20 2k 3k 2k 



 
Cut off the yarn leaving about 10 inches. Thread the yarn through a yarn needle and put the sts 
onto the yarn. Pull thight and bind off. 
 

  
 
The ears 
 
Cut the waist yarn along the edge of the head in the middle. Pull out the waist yarn and pick up the 
stitches appear. In this way, pick up the middle 12 sts along the edge as shown. 
 

   
 

    
 
 
Put the last 8 sts on a safety pin. The 4 sts that remain on the needle are the front of the ear. For 
the back of the ear, cast on 7 sts on a fresh needle, subsequently knit the 4 sts along the head as 
follows: k1, *, k2, *, k1. There are 13 sts on the needle. Now slip the first 7 sts of the needle onto 2 
needles (3,4) as shown below. (steken is Dutch for stitches, sorry, I cannot change the pictures 
anymore)  
 



 
 
Knit the ear round as follows: 
 
1 3k  4k 6k 
2 1k * 2k 3k * 1k 1k * 4k * 1k 
3 4k 5k 8k 
4 1k * 3k 4k * 1k 1k * 6k * 1k 
5  5k 6k 10k 
6 1k * 4k 5k * 1k 1k * 8k * 1k 
7 / 8 6k 7k 12k 
9 ssk 4k 5k k2tog ssk 8k k2tog 
10 5k 6k 10k 
11 ssk ssk 1k 2k k2tog k2tog ssk ssk  2k k2tog k2tog 
 
 
 
Cut off the yarn leaving about 10 inches. Put the stitches on the yarn, picking them up alternatively 
from the back and the front as shown below. Pull tight, bind off working the yarn through the 
stitches back an forth again. 
 
 
 

   
 



   
 
 
Knit the other ear in the same way. 
 

 
 
Back of the head. 
 
Pick up the remaining sts along the edge of the head, 5 on each side and distribute them, together 
with the stitches on the safety pin over 2 needles as shown on the picture. 
 



  
 
Knit the back of the head as follows: 
 
1 5k ssk 1k �  (3) 
2 s 5p k2tog 1p �  (3) 
3 s 6k ssk 1k  �  (1) 
4 s 7p k2tog 1p �  (1) 
5  s 8k ssk �  
6 s 8p k2tog �  
7 s  9k �  
8 s  9p �  
9 s  9k �  
10 s  9p �  
11 s ssk 4k  k2tog �  
12 s  7p �  
13 s ssk 1k  k2tog 1k 
 

 
 
Cut off the yarn leaving about 10 inches. Put the sts on the yarn picking the up alternatively from 
the back and the front of the head. Pull thight and bind off. Sew the gap between the ear and the 
back of the head, taking care that the front and back of the ear are sewn together, so that no filling 
will go into the ear. 
 



  
 
Arms 
 
Pull out the waist  yarn along the body and put the appearing sts on 4 needles: the belly, the back 
and 2 arms. 
 

   
 
The back gets 13 sts, the belly 9, and each arm gets 7 sts. 
Knit 12 rounds for the arm, increasing 1 st before the first of the 7 sts and I st after the last (9 sts). 
You may  knit the arm back and forth on 2 needles and sew the edges together, but the best result 
is achieved knitting round on 4 needles, 3 sts on each needle. After 12 rounds, put the sts on the 
thread, pull tight and bind off. 
 



  
 

 
 
The body 
 
Put the belly and back sts on the needles as shown below. 
 



 
 
Knit as follows and start with the needle that has 7 sts. 
 
1 7k 9k 6k  
2 2k * 5k 9k 5k * 1k  
3 8k 9k 7k  
4 8k 1k * 7k * 1k 7k  
5 8k 11k 7k  
6 2k * 6k 11k 6k * 1k  
7  9k 11k 8k  
8 6k * 1 �  (2)    
9 s 7p 5p * 1p �  (2)   
10 s 6k 5k * 1k �  (4)   
11 s 6p 4p * 1p �  (4)   
12 s 5k 4k * 1k �  (6)   
13 s 5p 3p * 1p �  (6)   
14 s 4k 3k  ssk 1k�  (6)   
15 s 4p 2p k2tog 1p �  (6)   
16 s 3k 4k  ssk 1k�  (4)   
17 s 5p 3p k2tog 1p �  (4)   
18 s 4k 5k  ssk 1k�  (2)   
19 s 6p 4p k2tog 1p �  (2)   
20 s 5k 6k  ssk 1k�    
21 s 7p 5p k2tog 2p �    
22 s 7k   
23 9k 9k 8k 
24 9k 9k �   
25  s 8p �   

 
For the 2p en 9k  
use 1 st from 
the next needle 
 

26  s  * 7k * 1k�    
27  s 10p �    
28  s 10k �    
29  s 10p �    
30  s 5k ssk 1k �  (2)   
31  s 2p k2tog 1p �  (2)   
32  s 3k ssk 1k �    
33  s 4p k2tog 1p �    
34  s k2tog 1k ssk 1k   
 
Put the belly sts on a safety pin. 



 

 
 
 
Legs 
 
Pick up 4 sts along the right-hand side of the belly on a fresh needle. 
 

 
 
Subsequently knit 7 sts from the next needle. Slip the last stich onto the needle at the other side of 
the body. 
 
Distribute these 11 sts over 3 needles. Knit 15 rounds. Put the sts on the thread, pull tight and bind 
off. Knit the other leg in the same way. 3 sts are left at the back in the middle.  
 



 
 
Fill the Mouse carefully. Use a pencil to push the filling into the nose, arms, and legs. See to it, that 
the neck is sufficiently stable. 
 
Close the bottom of the mouse as shown. 
 

 
 
Bind off all threads. 
 
Tail  
 
Take a long double thread and pull it through the back side of the mouse 
 



 
 
Twist the threads tight and make a cord. Put a knot in the end of tail and cut off the rest. 
 
 

  
 
Eyes and mouth 
 
 
The eyes are made using small pearls or small crochet rounds. Sew them on both sides of the 
head and pull the thread slightly so that the eyes are integrated into the head. 
 
Embroider the mouth and Lodewijk is ready. 
 



 
 
 


